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Mini Lesson 157 - The Use of 'In Case' and 'If' for Conditional Sentences

The phrases "in case" and "if" are used to form conditional sentences, but they serve

different purposes.

- "If" is used to express a condition that may happen or not happen in the future. It

introduces a possible situation and its result.

- Example: If it rains, we will stay indoors.

- "In case" is used to indicate that one takes precautions for a situation that might

happen in the future. It introduces a situation where one prepares for a possible

occurrence.

- Example: Take an umbrella in case it rains.

When to Use Each:
- Use "if" when talking about something that might happen:

- Example: If you finish your homework, you can play video games.

- Use "in case" when talking about being prepared for something that might happen:

- Example: Bring your jacket in case it gets cold.

Structure:
- Conditional sentences with "if" typically contain two parts: the "if" clause (condition)

and the main clause (result).

- Sentences using "in case" do not have to show a conditional outcome but rather a

precautionary action.
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Exercises:

Section 1: Fill in the Blanks
Complete the sentences using "if" or "in case".

1. Bring your water bottle __________ you get thirsty during the trip.

2. __________ it snows tomorrow, school will be canceled.

3. I will call you __________ I arrive at the airport.

4. She packed extra snacks __________ the game takes longer than expected.

5. We should leave early __________ we hit traffic on the way.

Section 2: Choose the Correct Phrase
Circle the correct phrase in each sentence: "if" or "in case".

1. I’ll take my phone (if/in case) I need to call you.

2. (If/In case) it rains, let’s move the picnic indoors.

3. Let me know (if/in case) you need any help.

4. Take your notebook (in case/if) the teacher gives us important notes.

5. You can borrow my book (if/in case) you forget yours.
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Section 3: Rewrite the Sentences
Rewrite the sentences using "if" or "in case" as needed.

1. It’s wise to prepare for emergencies. (Rewrite with "in case.")

- It’s wise to prepare __________ emergencies.

2. You will fail the test. (Rewrite with "if.")

- You will fail the test __________ you don’t study.

3. I will wear a coat. (Rewrite with "in case.")

- I will wear a coat __________ it gets cold.

4. We can go to the concert. (Rewrite with "if.")

- We can go to the concert __________ we finish our work on time.

5. Bring an umbrella. (Rewrite with "in case.")

- Bring an umbrella __________ it rains.

Section 4: Complete the Dialogue
Fill in the blanks with "if" or "in case".

A: Are you going to the beach this weekend?

B: Yes, but I’m bringing sunblock __________ it’s sunny.

A: Good idea. I’ll pack a hat __________ it gets too hot.

B: We should also check the weather forecast __________ it rains.

A: Exactly! I don’t want to be stuck in the rain.
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Answers:

Section 1:
1. in case

2. If

3. if

4. in case

5. if

Section 2:
1. in case

2. If

3. if

4. in case

5. if

Section 3:
1. It’s wise to prepare in case of emergencies.

2. You will fail the test if you don’t study.

3. I will wear a coat in case it gets cold.

4. We can go to the concert if we finish our work on time.

5. Bring an umbrella in case it rains.

Section 4:
1. if

2. in case

3. in case

4. if
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