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Mini Lesson 040 - The Use of 'Should Have' and 'Could Have'

- Should have is used to express regret or criticize a past action. It suggests that

something would have been a good idea, but it didn’t happen.

- Example: *I should have studied harder for the exam.* (But I didn’t.)

- Could have is used to express possibility or ability in the past that did not happen.

- Example: *She could have won the race.* (But she didn’t.)

Form:

- Affirmative: Subject + should have/could have + Past Participle

- Negative: Subject + should not have/could not have + Past Participle

- Questions: Should/Could + Subject + have + Past Participle?
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Exercises

Section 1: Choose the Correct Form (Should Have / Could Have)

1. You ________ (should have / could have) told me the truth earlier.

2. They ________ (should have / could have) gone to the concert, but they didn’t.

3. She ________ (should have / could have) studied more for the exam. Now she

regrets it.

4. I ________ (should have / could have) called you last night, but I forgot.

5. We ________ (should have / could have) helped him, but we didn’t know he

needed it.

Section 2: Rewrite the Sentences Using 'Should Have' or 'Could Have'

1. It was a mistake not to take an umbrella. → I ____________________.

2. You didn’t finish your homework. That was a bad decision. → You

____________________.

3. He had the opportunity to apply for the job, but he didn’t. → He

____________________.

4. They had the chance to travel to Paris, but they decided not to go. → They

____________________.

5. She didn’t attend the meeting, even though she knew it was important. → She

____________________.
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Section 3: Correct the Mistakes

1. I should have went to bed earlier last night.

2. They could of helped us if we had asked.

3. He shouldn’t have took the car without asking.

4. We could have buy the tickets online.

5. You should not went there without telling me.

---

Section 4: Complete the Sentences

1. You ____________ (should have) listened to the teacher’s instructions.

2. They ____________ (could have) won the match if they had tried harder.

3. We ____________ (should have) taken the earlier train.

4. She ____________ (could have) been more careful with her words.

5. I ____________ (should have) brought my umbrella—it’s raining now.
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Answers

Section 1:
1. should have

2. could have

3. should have

4. could have

5. should have

Section 2:
1. I should have taken an umbrella.

2. You should have finished your homework.

3. He could have applied for the job.

4. They could have traveled to Paris.

5. She should have attended the meeting.

Section 3:
1. I should have gone to bed earlier last night.

2. They could have helped us if we had asked.

3. He shouldn’t have taken the car without asking.

4. We could have bought the tickets online.

5. You should not have gone there without telling me.

Section 4:
1. should have

2. could have

3. should have

4. could have

5. should have
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