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Mini Lesson 017 - The Present Simple for Permanent Situations

Explanation:

The present simple tense is primarily used to describe permanent situations. These
are situations or states that exist over a long period and are expected to continue
indefinitely.

Permanent Situations refer to conditions or facts that cross the present moment
and are not temporary. We use the present simple to describe:

1. General Statements and Universal Truths: Facts that are always true, such as
scientific or mathematical truths.
- Example: "Water boils at 100 degrees Celsius."

2. Long-term Personal Situations: Conditions in our lives that have been
consistent over time and are expected to remain unchanged for the foreseeable
future.
- Example: "She works as a doctor."

3. Habitual Actions: Actions that are repeated regularly and have become part of a
routine.
- Example: "He goes jogging every morning."

4. Stative Verbs for Temporary States: Stative verbs can also be used in the
present simple to describe states that are current but may not last long. Unlike
dynamic verbs, which describe actions, stative verbs describe a state of being.
- Example: "She loves chocolate." (Stative verb)
- Example: "He feels tired." (Temporary state)

Remember, the present simple is not used for actions that are happening right now;
for those, we use the present continuous tense.
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Exercises:

Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word or phrase:

1. The present simple is used for ____________ situations that are expected to
continue.
2. We use the present simple for states or facts that cross the ____________
moment.
3. A statement like "The sun rises in the east" is an example of a ____________
truth.
4. The present simple can describe actions that happen ____________ (how often).
5. We use the present simple with ____________ verbs to describe current states
that may not be permanent.
6. Complete the sentence: "She ____________ in Paris." (Hint: long-term situation)
7. Complete the sentence: "This train ____________ to London." (Hint: a regular
fact)
8. True or False: The present simple can be used to describe feelings or emotions
that are temporary.
9. Fill in the blank: "Mathematics ____________ the language of science." (Hint:
permanent truth)
10. Choose the correct option: "He always ____________ his homework before
dinner." (does/doing)

Answers:

1. The present simple is used for permanent situations that are expected to
continue.
2. We use the present simple for states or facts that cross the present moment.
3. A statement like "The sun rises in the east" is an example of a universal truth.
4. The present simple can describe actions that happen regularly (how often).
5. We use the present simple with stative verbs to describe current states that may
not be permanent.
6. Complete the sentence: "She lives in Paris." (Hint: long-term situation)
7. Complete the sentence: "This train goes to London." (Hint: a regular fact)
8. True or False: The present simple can be used to describe feelings or emotions
that are temporary. True
9. Fill in the blank: "Mathematics is the language of science." (Hint: permanent
truth)
10. Choose the correct option: "He always does his homework before dinner."
(does/doing)
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