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The Wright Brothers

The Wright Brothers' Journey to Flight

Orville and Wilbur Wright, two American brothers, are renowned for inventing and building the

world's first successful airplane.

Their journey began with a deep fascination with flight, sparked by a toy helicopter their

father gave them.

They started with gliders, learning the principles of aerodynamics through countless

experiments. On December 17, 1903, in Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, they achieved the first

powered, controlled, and sustained flight. Orville piloted the Wright Flyer, while Wilbur ran

alongside to help balance it.

This first flight lasted only 12 seconds and covered a distance of 120 feet. However, by the

end of the day, they had completed four flights, with Wilbur achieving the longest one, lasting

59 seconds over 852 feet.

The brothers' success was due to their innovative design, especially the three-axis control

system, which is still used in modern airplanes.

Their persistence, creativity, and understanding of aerodynamics laid the foundation for

modern aviation, revolutionizing transportation and changing the world forever.
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Section 2: Questions

Answer the following questions:

1.What sparked the Wright brothers' interest in flight?

- a) A bird

- b) A toy helicopter

- c) A kite

- d) A hot air balloon

2. How long did Wilbur’s longest flight last on December 17, 1903?

- a) 12 seconds

- b) 59 seconds

- c) 120 seconds

- d) 852 seconds

Open Questions:

3. Describe the significance of the Wright brothers' flights on December 17, 1903.

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

4. Where did the Wright brothers conduct their first powered flights?

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

5. Explain the importance of the three-axis control system developed by the Wright brothers.

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

6. How did the persistence and creativity of the Wright brothers contribute to their success?

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
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Answers

1.What sparked the Wright brothers' interest in flight?

- Answer: b) A toy helicopter

2. How long did Wilbur’s longest flight last on December 17, 1903?

- Answer: b) 59 seconds

3. Describe the significance of the Wright brothers' flights on December 17, 1903.

- Answer: The Wright brothers' flights on December 17, 1903, were significant because they

demonstrated the first powered, controlled, and sustained flights, proving that human flight

was possible and laying the groundwork for modern aviation.

4.Where did the Wright brothers conduct their first powered flights?

- Answer: The Wright brothers conducted their first powered flights in Kitty Hawk, North

Carolina.

5. Explain the importance of the three-axis control system developed by the Wright

brothers.

- Answer: The three-axis control system allowed the pilot to steer the aircraft effectively

and maintain its equilibrium, a fundamental advancement that is still used in modern aircraft

design.

6. How did the persistence and creativity of the Wright brothers contribute to their

success?

- Answer: Their persistence and creativity led to continuous experimentation and

improvement, overcoming numerous challenges and ultimately achieving successful

powered flight.
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